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| don’t know about the rest of the United
Church clan, but I'm very conscious of the
blessing of being a church family at the mo-

this family’s function and outreach,
but to celebrate the reality of family life as something God LOVES!

ment. This newsletter comes not only to inform you of some of the activities and ministries that support
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WOW!!! Who would have believed it if they were told that over 200 people
would gather in our church building for an evening of great entertainment,
warm fellowship and the satisfaction of a wonderful three
course meal. Well that’s exactly what happened at our Gen-
erations Variety Show held on Friday evening the 26th of
August. Some people just can’t believe that ‘church people’
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.\\_d elloy,, Bilting : 4| can have such fun together and that in a ‘place of worship’.

at the ‘maturing’ age of seventy.

“Dinner for One’.

tendance!
Roll on “Generations 2012’11

This was our second ‘Generations Evening’. By all ac-
counts it seems that it surpassed the heights of last year
and that the evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all present.
Certain highlights have become memories that will remain
with folk for many years to come. Popular comments heard
afterwards (amongst many others) were undoubtedly, “I
never knew we had such talent in our church!” and “l have not laughed so
much for a long time. In fact | am sore from laughter!”.
The primary purpose of the evening was to enjoy a quality
evening together across the generations represented in our
congregation, and it is clear that we were successful in this
- the audience ranged in age from two and a half weeks to
95 years of age, while the performers boasted talent from as
young as an energetic three year old to our very own Martin

Adding in great deal to the blessing that SWUC entertainers
gave us, were the very exciting and polished guest dancers

from the local Amanda Peaceful Dance Company as well as
Peter and Brenda Silberbauer from the Elgin United Congre-
gation who delivered an unforgettable rendition of the classic

Grateful thanks are extended to our Catering Team under the
leadership of Julia Clegg; to Craig Tarling (and his able assistant
Herman) for producing great audio and visual on the evening; to
all our table hosts (and Claradon for her excellence of ministry
in doing our décor); to all our performers and ,last but certainly
not least, to all those who supported the evening with their at-

Peter Chapman
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Kids CHurdh

The material “Evangeli” which we use is very effective. We feel it
reaches our Grd 5-7’s at the right level and that its content leaves
enough room for discussion and questions from their side. Attend-
ance has been consistent, and we have a number of visitors from
time to time. It is good that the kids encourage their “sleepover”
friends to come to church with them. Highlights have been the in-
creased willingness to participate in games and the fact that some
are beginning to take their prayer times very seriously. It makes us
feel like they really are growing as young Christians. Challenges
are evident in the need to coax some into interaction, though no
coaxing is needed when its time to be rowdy — boys in this age
bracket often need some calming! In terms of vision, we would
love to see more of the kids praying during our group time as they
learn to relate to God more comfortably. But then again, at that age
I myself was not doing a whole lot of praying aloud!!

John Whitfield
L represented was given a limited

KIDS CdHURCH

I net to take home and put on their | Impact on Fridays has been having fun making crafts, playing
| fridge Each week the kids receive | 9@mes and hanging out together. Over the last couple of years we

I Afew months ago the Promise-

| land leaders put a parents meet-

I ing together to find out exactly

what our parents think about with

regards to our ministry to their

i kids and it’s effectiveness. It came

! out through discussion that they

I would like to be equipped more

I effectively to help their children

| learn at home during the week.

I In response to this, Promiseland
has come alongside our Faith at
Home initiative, and introduced

: Promiseland Rewind. Each family

a brief summary of the lesson to have seen how Impact has become an important feeder group for

give to their parents and this goes our youth ministry, which is fantastic. It's great to see

under the magnet like a picture in young people sticking and growing up in the church. “
L a frame. This way the parents havel Our annual kids’ camp with the Methodist church > ‘. R

an idea of what the kids learned 1 is planned for October and it is always a great hit. Y ]I([L Vil
I over the weekend so they have a | This year we will be focusing on Joshua’s journey as -(\l/t ‘. | (U ;g
I talking point to get biblical discus- I ©0d's chosen leader for Israel and how his life has & _j

| sion started in the home. The kids | Many lessons we can learn from.

| enjoy the experience of having I Gaby Vassard
something new to stick up at home

I each week and our parents have I P\(TS pl HOUTH Acts 2 youth has been going through a transforma-
started to feel more connected to tion recently in terms of focus and understanding
what their children are learning that different people are at different places in their

I as well. As Youth and Children’s ! walk with God.

I Pastor, | have also started to email |

I parents of our children who are on |

] the database more regularly with
supportive ideas, in bite size por- I

A healthy church or youth group has people that are

strong in their relationship with Jesus, those who are

still growing and those that are seeking. With this

_ X in mind, we launched UnLtd on Friday nights as a
tions Wh'Ch are ea.sy to remember | more social form of ministry and this new group has
and to implement in the home. We I brought in a whole new group of teens who are keen
as a Promiseland team are look- to be involved but aren’t at the place where intense

1 ing forward to seeing the long term ! Bible study will work for them. The group is growing every week and its wonderful

I benefits which just a few small I seeing new people getting involved.

I changes can make. I

I Gaby Vassardj Our Wednesday night group recently did a 6-week study on the life of Joshua

and are now busy with a 9 week series called “The Big C” which will be covering

material designed to lead those who are ready to confirm their faith in Christ

publicly. Some weeks ago our Wednesday and Friday groups got together for a sleep over and renovation of the youth hall. It

was a lot of fun and the teens enjoyed bonding with each other while they worked.

Because of the family camp earlier this year we haven’t had a youth camp and so we took many of our girls away for a
weekend together in September and our guys will have a weekend away to bond in the 4th quarter. Our annual camp will be
held in the first week of the December holidays at Simonsberg Campsite — it’s the Presbyterian Summer Camp, along with

500 other teens! That promises to be a lot of fun and a blessed time with other believers!
Gaby Vassard



