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I don’t know about the rest of the United 
Church clan, but I’m very conscious of the 
blessing of being a church family at the mo-
ment. This newsletter comes not only to inform you of some of the activities and ministries that support 
this family’s function and outreach, 
but to celebrate the reality of family life as something God LOVES!     
Tim Hawkridge

GENERATIONS
WOW!!! Who would have believed it if they were told that over 200 people 
would gather in our church building for an evening of great entertainment, 

warm fellowship and the satisfaction of a wonderful three 
course meal. Well that’s exactly what happened at our Gen-
erations Variety Show held on Friday evening the 26th of 
August. Some people just can’t believe that ‘church people’ 
can have such fun together and that in a ‘place of worship’.
This was our second ‘Generations Evening’. By all ac-
counts it seems that it surpassed the heights of last year 
and that the evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all present. 
Certain highlights have become memories that will remain 
with folk for many years to come. Popular comments heard 
afterwards (amongst many others) were undoubtedly, “I 

never knew we had such talent in our church!” and “I have not laughed so 
much for a long time. In fact I am sore from laughter!”.

The primary purpose of the evening was to enjoy a quality 
evening together across the generations represented in our 
congregation, and it is clear that we were successful in this 
- the audience ranged in age from two and a half weeks to 
95 years of age, while the performers boasted talent from as 
young as an energetic three year old to our very own Martin 
at the ‘maturing’ age of seventy.
Adding in great deal to the blessing that SWUC entertainers 
gave us, were the very exciting and polished guest dancers 
from the local Amanda Peaceful Dance Company as well as 
Peter and Brenda Silberbauer from the Elgin United Congre-
gation who delivered an unforgettable rendition of the classic 

“Dinner for One’.
Grateful thanks are extended to our Catering Team under the 
leadership of Julia Clegg; to Craig Tarling (and his able assistant 
Herman) for producing great audio and visual on the evening; to 
all our table hosts (and Claradon for her excellence of ministry 
in doing our décor); to all our performers and ,last but certainly 
not least, to all those who supported the evening with their at-
tendance!
Roll on “Generations 2012’!!!  Peter Chapman 

OUTREACH SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
As good as receiving from fellowship events, life groups,church on sunday,Promiseland and Youth and 
Woman and Mens MInistry are for your family, there certainly is power in serving!
And it has even more impact when we do it with our family. Where kids can give 
of themselves and see how other people are living, and learn how they can make 
a difference!
Here are a few ideas on how you as a family can serve the Kingdom!
• Bereavement support group – consider taking the children for a picnic to any 
place outside Sir Lowry’s Pass. 
•What about organising an environmental clean-up project around Sir Lowry’s 
Pass where we involve the local community. 
•Make crackers filled with sweets for the children’s party around Christmas.
•Help preparing and serving soup during school holidays, when some regular 
volunteers are away.
•Consider serving soup on Saturdays down at Victoria Street Soup kitchen.
•“Adopt” an abused child by writing letters of encouragement 
to them, to let them feel that they are special.
   Chat to Claradon Fransman if you are interested

ONE at 10 
It’s always easier for us to operate in zones of “people like us”, because it requires less stretch and 
less tolerance. That’s why the church so often ends up generationally segregated. 
While acknowledging that focused worship and communication has a certain efficiency, we’ve been 
trying to erode this segregation for many years at SWUC. Why? Because while we learn faster and 
worship more comfortably in our corners, our experience and perspective are inherently limited by our 
sameness. But when we break out into a broader paradigm (like an intergenerational experience), we 
suddenly realized that what might seem unnatural or awkward to us really helps someone else to ex-
perience God! Sunday 21 August @ 10 was a wonderful tapestry of worshippers and worship experi-
ences for people aged 2 to 92 – we laughed a lot, worshipped a lot, learnt a lot, and grew a lot in our 
appreciation of family. In short, we connected! That’s what ONE is all about. 
The next ONE is on 13 November 2011.
           Tim Hawkridge 

FAMILY LIFE GROUPS 
Our Family Life Groups are the result of a long-held desire to see parents and 
children studying God’s Word together and learning from each other rather than 
just gaining biblical knowledge at church. Children learn most of what they know 
from watching their parents, and so taking part in Bible study together is becom-
ing an essential part in raising Godly children whilst still providing a space for the 
parents to learn.

The Family Life Groups are developing very well. Started on Tuesday 26th July 
with 6 families eager to find out how to create Life Groups where dads and moms, 
grandparents and children can all connect with one another around Scriptures.
 
Tuesday evening starts at 17:45 in Promiseland. We all share a finger supper 
together and enjoy chatting to or playing with each other.  The sound of laughter 
and chatter is infectious. This is followed by a time of worship when we sing and 
dance to praise and worship songs.  It is awesome watching very small children 
learning to worship Jesus as they copy their parents and other children. An ex-
citing story from the Bible follows and then we divide into 3 small groups where 
parents and children can discuss what they have learnt from the story. The ses-
sion ends at 19:00. 

Over the last month or so we have fine-tuned the process and have come to 
understand that groups with similarly aged children work best. We now have a 
group that meets at the church with parents and children aged 9-11 every week 
and another group with younger children meeting once a month for a more social 
event. We praise God for each of these groups and look forward to seeing them 
grow deeper in relationship with each other and with God over the coming years.
      Gaby Vassard and Wendy Louw



ACTS 2 YOUTH 
Acts 2 Youth has been going through a transformation recently in terms of 
focus and understanding that different people are at different places in their 
walk with God. 
A healthy church or youth group has people that are strong in their relation-
ship with Jesus, those who are still growing and those that are seeking. 
With this in mind, we launched UnLtd on Friday nights as a more social 
form of ministry and this new group has brought in a whole new group of 
teens who are keen to be involved but aren’t at the place where intense 
Bible study will work for them. The group is growing every week and its 
wonderful seeing new people getting involved. 

Our Wednesday night group recently did a 6-week study on the life of 
Joshua and are now busy with a 9 week series called ‘The Big C’ which will 
be covering material designed to lead those who are ready to confirm their 
faith in Christ publicly. Some weeks ago our Wednesday and Friday groups 
got together for a sleep over and renovation of the youth hall. It was a lot of 
fun and the teens enjoyed bonding with each other while they worked.

Because of the family camp earlier this year we haven’t had a youth camp and so we took many of our girls away 
for a weekend together in September and our guys will have a weekend away to bond in the 4th quarter. Our annual 
camp will be held in the first week of the December holidays at Simonsberg Campsite – it’s the Presbyterian 
Summer Camp, along with 500 other teens! That promises to be a lot of fun and a blessed time with other believers!  
             Gaby Vassard

A few months ago the Promise-
land leaders put a parents meet-
ing together to find out exactly 
what our parents think about with 
regards to our ministry to their 
kids and it’s effectiveness. It came 
out through discussion that they 
would like to be equipped more 
effectively to help their children 
learn at home during the week. 
In response to this, Promiseland 
has come alongside our Faith at 
Home initiative, and introduced 
Promiseland Rewind. Each family 
represented was given a limited 
edition Promiseland Rewind mag-
net to take home and put on their 
fridge Each week the kids receive 
a brief summary of the lesson to 
give to their parents and this goes 
under the magnet like a picture in 
a frame. This way the parents have 
an idea of what the kids learned 
over the weekend so they have a 
talking point to get biblical discus-
sion started in the home. The kids 
enjoy the experience of having 
something new to stick up at home 
each week and our parents have 
started to feel more connected to 
what their children are learning 
as well. As Youth and Children’s 
Pastor, I have also started to email 
parents of our children who are on 
the database more regularly with 
supportive ideas, in bite size por-
tions which are easy to remember 
and to implement in the home. We 
as a Promiseland team are look-
ing forward to seeing the long term 
benefits which just a few small 
changes can make.

   Gaby Vassard

Kids CHurch
The material “Evangeli” which we use is very effective. We feel it 
reaches our Grd 5-7’s at the right level and that its content leaves 
enough room for discussion and questions from their side. Attend-
ance has been consistent, and we have a number of visitors from 
time to time. It is good that the kids encourage their “sleepover” 
friends to come to church with them.  Highlights have been the in-
creased willingness to participate in games and the fact that some 
are beginning to take their prayer times very seriously. It makes us 
feel like they really are growing as young Christians. Challenges 
are evident in the need to coax some into interaction, though no 
coaxing is needed when its time to be rowdy – boys in this age 
bracket often need some calming! In terms of vision, we would 
love to see more of the kids praying during our group time as they 
learn to relate to God more comfortably. But then again, at that age 
I myself was not doing a whole lot of praying aloud!!
       John Whitfield  
  

Impact on Fridays has been having fun making crafts, playing 
games and hanging out together. Over the last couple of years we 
have seen how Impact has become an important feeder group for 
our youth ministry, which is fantastic. It’s great to see 
young people sticking and growing up in the church. 
Our annual kids’ camp with the Methodist church 
is planned for October and it is always a great hit. 
This year we will be focusing on Joshua’s journey as 
God’s chosen leader for Israel and how his life has 
many lessons we can learn from.    
Gaby Vassard

Acts 2 youth has been going through a transforma-
tion recently in terms of focus and understanding 
that different people are at different places in their 
walk with God. 

A healthy church or youth group has people that are 
strong in their relationship with Jesus, those who are 
still growing and those that are seeking. With this 
in mind, we launched UnLtd on Friday nights as a 
more social form of ministry and this new group has 
brought in a whole new group of teens who are keen 
to be involved but aren’t at the place where intense 

Bible study will work for them. The group is growing every week and its wonderful 
seeing new people getting involved.

Our Wednesday night group recently did a 6-week study on the life of Joshua 
and are now busy with a 9 week series called “The Big C” which will be covering 
material designed to lead those who are ready to confirm their faith in Christ 

GIRL TALK
About a year ago God laid the idea of Girl Talk on my heart. While I 
prayed about it He prepared me and strengthened me for the task 
ahead. About 3 months ago Wendy challenged me and asked me if I 
was ready to start a Saturday ladies’ group, and I just knew that God 
felt the time was right.

He blessed me with an amazing team in Keri and Sandy and the three 
of us have developed the same vision and hopes and dreams for Girl 
Talk. We would like Girl Talk to be a place where women interact, 
share, get spiritually fed and guided, as well as uplifted and loved.

Our first Girl Talk took place on 20 August and we had 57 ladies at-
tending. We were completely blown away at how God blessed this 
event. The theme was “Embracing your identity” and Ilse Justus, an 
image consultant, gave the ladies amazing advice and information 
about making the most of their image. We then discovered what God 
had to say about our identity in Christ in Eph 4:22-24. It was really 
special to see the lights going on as the truth of God’s word touched 
different ladies at different times.

We plan to meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month, so diarise ac-
cordingly ladies and come along for a fabulous morning geared just for 
ladies! Thank you Wendy for all the love, support and encouragement. 
Thank you Sandy and Keri for answering God’s call 
and agreeing to help me.    Debbie Seawood

MAN at UNITED
Saturday 10 September, sees the third anniversary of Man@United. 
This ministry continues to grow and now has an active database of 
128 members across multiple denominations that include the Baptist 
Church, the Catholic Church, Church of England, Methodist Church, 
NG Kerk, Life Church and of course, the United Church.

The ministry continues to hold two meetings per month. The first 
meeting is held on the second Saturday of each month and com-
prises an awesome English breakfast (compliments to Madalene 
and team at The Link Café) with an invited guest speaker. We have 
been very privileged to date to have fantastic speakers throughout 
the year from many walks of life i.e. financial consultants, manage-
ment consultants, pastors, international evangelists (via DVD), mis-
sionaries, congregation members, ear specialists, and many other 
men that have accepted the call to present God’s word to others. 
The talks have all been helpful and insightful exposition of biblical 
principles.

The second meeting each month is the round table discussion forum 
where, over bottomless coffee, the men have discussed highlighted 
topics related to spiritual lifestyle and biblical understanding. This 
forum is ideal for those that really seek answers to their many ques-
tions surrounding life. Multiple topics have been debated in depth, 

ranging from ‘justice’ to ‘religiosity’, ‘God speaks’, ‘friendship’, ‘life & death’, ‘idols’, ‘the Holy Spirit’ and 
‘life priorities’ amongst many others. These meetings have proved to be exceptionally enlightening, 
and the depth of understanding and 
revelation that emerges from them has been both deeply encouraging and positively emotional.
The most encouraging aspect of the ministry is the fellowship that has emerged over the years. Our 
meetings are relaxed and friendships have grown to a new level of mutual trust and support.  
      Chris van Rooyen

publicly. Some weeks ago our Wednesday and Friday groups got together for a sleep over and renovation of the youth hall. It 
was a lot of fun and the teens enjoyed bonding with each other while they worked.

Because of the family camp earlier this year we haven’t had a youth camp and so we took many of our girls away for a 
weekend together in September and our guys will have a weekend away to bond in the 4th quarter. Our annual camp will be 
held in the first week of the December holidays at Simonsberg Campsite – it’s the Presbyterian Summer Camp, along with 
500 other teens! That promises to be a lot of fun and a blessed time with other believers!	 Gaby Vassard


